What are Snow Squalls?
Definition
A snow squall is an intense short-lived burst of heavy
snowfall that leads to a quick reduction in visibilities
and is often accompanied by gusty winds. They may
be characterized by one main squall or multiple
squalls.

Impact

The combination of quick reductions in visibilities
and sudden slick conditions on roadways can often
lead to high speed wrecks, pileups, and
subsequently injuries and fatalities. There is also a
high economic impact as interstates can be shut
down for hours.

Timing
Although they typically occur during the daytime
hours, they can occur at any time of day.

Snow Squall Safety/ Preparedness

Remain alert to the latest forecast and travel
conditions. Consider avoiding or delaying travel until
the snow squall passes your location.

Leave extra time if you must travel during snow
squalls as visibilities and road conditions will change
rapidly.

Reduce your speed and turn on headlights! In a
matter of seconds unrestricted visibilities can change
to near zero.

Don’t slam on brakes! With roads being slick, this
could contribute to loss of vehicle control and also
increase the risk of a chain reaction crash.

Weather Ready Nation

On snow squall days, unrestricted visibilities
can turn into whiteout conditions in a matter of
seconds. Stay informed and take the necessary
safety precautions to mitigate snow squall
impacts.
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NWS and DOT Partnership to Save Lives

POTENTIAL SNOW
SQUALL CONDITIONS
REDUCE SPEED

NWS Wilmington has partnered with the Ohio
Department of Transportation to promote
awareness and to disseminate critical life saving
information of imminent dangerous snow squall
hazards to motorists. This process activates road
signs based on snow squall warnings. Be alert for
rapidly changing conditions, especially when these
signs are activated. The NWS Wilmington, Ohio
works with ODOT, INDOT, and KYTC to enhance
communication, keep travels informed, and to
improve safety. We all share a common goal of
saving lives and mitigating weather impacts.

The NWS issues snow squall warnings for higher
end snow squalls. This product is located on our
homepage at weather.gov/iln and an example can
be found below.

ow Squall Warning




Obtaining Snow Squall Information NWS Smartphone Widget

National Weather Service

Social Media www.weather.gov/iln/er met widget h p
Social media has rapidly become an efficient way Get the latest forecast, hour- by- hour, along Weather Forecast Office
to exchange vital information especially when with other forecasts, graphics, and information. Wilmington, OH

dealing with rapidly evolving weather situations. Site is mobile and smartphone friendly.

Be sure to like NWS Wilmington on Facebook. NWS Mobile Website
Also, follow us on Twitter at @ NWSILN.
http://mobile.weather.gov/
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If you have significant weather to report on our
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