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June 2017 Weather Pattern 

The mean synoptic pattern for the month of June 2017 was characterized by an upper level low pressure system over 
the central gulf of Alaska, with a large upper level ridge of high pressure over the western US. The highest heights 
compared to average were found over the Desert Southwest where record high temperatures occurred during the 
middle and end of the month. 
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June 2017 Detailed Upper  
Level Pattern Analysis 

 During the first half of June, an 
upper level trough of low pressure 
was evident over the Gulf of Alaska, 
extending eastward into the Pacific 
Northwest. This kept our weather 
pattern cooler with periods of 
showers around. 
 

 The second half of the month 
featured and expanding upper level 
ridge over the western US, including 
the interior Pacific Northwest. This 
kept conditions mainly hot and dry 
over the area. There were a few weak 
disturbances which allowed for 
occasional thunderstorms to 
develop. 



Daily Record High  
Temperatures In June 

City June 2017  
Daily Max T 

Previous Record High 

Antelope, OR 103 on 6/26 98 in 1925 

The Dalles, OR 103 on 6/25 101 in 2006 

Redmond, OR 102 on 6/25 101 in 1968 

Long Creek, OR 100 on 6/26 93 in 1968 

Prineville, OR 101 on 6/25 (T) 101 in 1970 

Sisters, OR 98 on 6/26 (T) 98 in 2006 

Pasco, WA 102 on 6/25 99 in 1945 

La Grande, OR 97 on 6/26 95 in 1968 

Meacham, OR 90 on 6/25 89 in 1970 



Daily Record Low  
Temperatures In June 

City June 2017  
Daily Min T 

Previous Record Low 

Easton, WA 35 on 6/05 40 in 2012 

Pendleton, OR 39 on 6/11 41 in 1999 

Sunriver, OR 28 on 6/06 (T) 28 in 2012 

Goldendale, WA 34 on 6/05 (T) 34 in 1966 

Meacham, OR 29 on 6/11 30 in 1999 

Heppner, OR 36 on 6/12 (T) 36 in 1917 

Pasco, WA 39 on 6/11 43 in 2012 

John Day, OR 34 on 6/11 (T) 34 in 1974 



 Daily Precipitation  
Records In June 

City Daily Precip 
and Date 

Previous Daily  
Precip Record 

Cle Elum, WA 0.50” on 6/19 0.48” in 2013 

La Grande, OR 0.62” on 6/12 0.38” in 1980 

Meacham, OR 1.43” on 6/08 1.23” in 1970 

Moro, OR 0.60” on 6/09 0.39” in 2004 

Easton, WA 0.53” on 6/16 0.10” in 1905 

Satus Pass, WA 0.57” on 6/16 0.15” in 1990 

Pendleton  
(NWS Office) 

1.54” on 6/27 0.12” in 2013 

Redmond, OR 0.29” on 6/10 0.28” in 1969 



Top 10 Wettest Water Years 

City Rank Oct – Jun  
Precip 2016-17 

Record Water Year  
Precip (Oct – Sept) 

Pendleton, OR #3 16.82” 18.45” in 1977-1978 

Mt Adams RS #3 63.00” 70.55” in 1955-1956 

Sunriver, OR #3 22.05” 27.04” in 2005-2006 

Meacham, OR #5 40.50” 46.53” in 2010-2011 

Yakima, WA #8 11.49” 14.25” in 1955-56 

Bickleton, WA #9 18.56” 22.11” in 1973-1974 

Hermiston, OR #10 8.38” 11.66” in 2010-2011 

* The rest of July, August and September will be counted toward this water year’s total 
precipitation amount. Therefore, several locations could potentially record their wettest 
water year on record, if enough additional precipitation falls before October 1st . 





June 4 – 10th Cool  
and Unsettled Weather 

 

Snow in Pendleton! March 5th 2017 
0.3” fell 

Location Coolest 
Min T 

Coolest 
Max T 

7 Day 
Precip 
Total 

Pendleton 42 63 0.92” 

Hermiston 45 71 0.13” 

Pasco 42 73 0.01” 

Yakima 39 71 0.10” 

Ellensburg 41 67 0.08” 

Walla Walla 47 64 0.77” 

The Dalles 46 69 0.30” 

La Grande 40 60 0.23” 

Redmond 30 60 0.36” 

John Day 34 60 0.72” 
Radar image from 9:55 AM PDT June 8th shows 
a band of steady rain showers advancing 
through the area, as a front moves eastward. 



June 26th Severe T’storms  
and Flash Flooding 

(Above) Radar imagery showing well developed 
storms moving SW to NE over northern Oregon 
at 330 PM PDT on June 26th  These storms 
produced very heavy rainfall, gusty winds, hail 
and over 4000 lightning strikes in eastern 
Oregon and Southeast Washington. 

Local Storm Reports 



June 26th Severe T’storms  
and Flash Flooding (Cont’d) 

Large hail (1.00” diameter) at the 
Hancock Field Station... 2 miles 
ENE of Clarno, OR 

Local Storm Reports 



June 26th Severe T’storms  
and Flash Flooding (Cont’d) 

• The National Weather Service in 
Pendleton issued 8 severe t’storm 
warnings on this day. The average lead 
time of the warnings was 11 minutes. 
 

• The National Weather Service office in 
Pendleton also issued 2 flash-flood 
warnings on this day, with an average 
lead time of 72 minutes. 
 

• This was the largest severe weather 
outbreak since 9/5/2013 when 18 
warnings were issued in a single day. 

Pasco Police Officer Wakeman was monitoring the June 26th 
lightning storm when a bolt struck near Irrigation Specialists on 

Fourth Avenue in Pasco near Interstate 182.  
 Image Courtesy of Pasco Police Dept and Tri-City Herald 

 

Lightning set fire to a 
house in the 1400 block 
of Meadow Hills Drive 

in Richland, WA on 
June 26th as a severe 

storm moved through.  
Photo Courtesy: Rick 

Larson & Tri-City Herald 



Drought Ends in Pacific NW 

Drought conditions are no longer being reported in either Washington or Oregon at this time. 
Much of the western US has seen significant improvements since the beginning of the water year. 
Exceptional drought conditions no longer exists in the western US at this time. However, a small 
area of extreme drought conditions have now developed in eastern Montana. 



 Drought Outlook Through July 

The monthly drought outlook through the end of July from the CPC indicates drought 
development is not expected in the Northwest. Some mountain snow pack remains in the 
highest elevations and reservoir levels are near to above normal across our area. 



 

ENSO Neutral Conditions Prevail 

ENSO neutral conditions are present. Sea Surface Temperatures (SSTs) are near  
to slightly above average across the central and east-central Pacific. SSTs are above 
average in the eastern Pacific. ENSO neutral conditions are favored through the 
summer and fall months. 





July Temperature Outlook 
This graphic is issued by the 

Climate Prediction Center or CPC 
and is the Temperature Outlook for 
the month of July.  The cool colors 
indicate a greater chance of below 
normal temperatures (none) and 

the warm colors represent a greater 
chance of above normal 

temperatures. The time period for 
the normals runs from 1981-2010. 

 
Odds are tilted slightly toward 

hotter than average temperatures 
for the remainder of July across 

most of the interior Pacific 
Northwest. The highest probability 
of above average temperatures will 

be over Montana through July. 
There is no where in the US with 
higher chances of below normal 

temperatures in July. 



July Precipitation Outlook 
This graphic is CPC's Precipitation 

Outlook for the month of July. The 

green colors represent a greater 

chance of above normal 

precipitation, and the brown 

colors represent a greater chance 

of below normal precipitation.   

There are equal chances for above, 

below or near normal 

precipitation amounts over the 

Pacific Northwest through the 

month of July. There are greater 

chance for below normal 

precipitation across northern 

Washington, eastward along the 

Canadian border into Montana 

and the Northern Plains. There 

are greater chances of above 

normal precipitation in the lower 

Mississippi Valley and Southeast. 




