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May 2017 Weather Pattern 

The mean synoptic pattern for the month of May 2017 was characterized by an upper level low pressure system over 
west-central Alaska with a ridge of higher pressure over the Pacific Northwest extending northward into much of 
west-central Canada. This pattern tended to block off deep pacific moisture from reaching the interior Northwest, as 
the average flow would be from the northeast. This is what likely lead to the below normal precipitation amounts 
through the month. Temperatures were still able to average a few degrees above normal under this pattern. 
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May 2017 Detailed Upper  
Level Pattern Analysis 

 The first ten days of May 
featured a large and strong 
upper level ridge of high 
pressure along the west coast, 
including the Pacific Northwest 
 

 For the middle two weeks of the 
month, the aforementioned 
upper level ridge shifted 
westward, which allowed more 
troughing to develop over the 
central US. Most of the area 
along the West Coast still had 
above average heights on average 
through this period. 



Daily Record High  
Temperatures In May 

City May 2017  
Daily Max T 

Previous Record High 

Bend, OR 86 on 5/5 85 in 1966 

Pasco, WA 98 on 5/30 (T) 98 in 2009 

Walla Walla, WA 97 on 5/30 95 in 1986 

Long Creek, OR 92 on 5/31 90 in 1986 

Sisters, OR 85 on 5/5 (T) 85 in 1992 

Mitchell, OR 88 on 5/30 86 in 2009 



Daily Record Low  
Temperatures In May 

City May 2017  
Daily Min T 

Previous Record Low 

Bend 7NE 25 on 5/14 (T) 25 in 2002 

Pasco, WA 33 on 5/15 34 in 2009 

Mitchell, OR 27 on 5/07 (T) 27 in 1999 

Goldendale, WA 29 on 5/15 (T) 29 in 1999 

Meacham, OR 25 on 5/08 (T) 25 in 2003 

Pendleton Airport 37 on 5/15 37 in 1986 



 Daily Precipitation  
Records In May 

City Daily Precip 
and Date 

Previous Daily  
Precip Record 

Antelope, OR 0.62” on 5/17 0.61 in 2013 

Meacham, OR 0.74” on 5/16 0.71 in 2011 

Mitchell, OR 0.70” on 5/17 0.60 in 2013 

Prosser, WA 0.45” on 5/14 0.43 in 2015 

Spray, OR 0.50” on 5/17 0.24 in 1959 

Walla Walla, WA 0.82” on 5/16 0.50 in 2005 

Arlington, OR 0.61” on 5/05 0.43 in 1983 

Pasco, WA 0.31” on 5/04 0.23 in 2016 

Easton, WA 0.46” on 5/05 0.42 in 2009 



Top 10 Driest Mays on Record 

City Rank May 2017 
Precip 

Current or Previous May 
Record Monthly Precip 

Hermiston, OR #2 0.43” 0.20”  in 2001 

John Day, OR #4 0.46” 0.15” in 1964 & 1992 

Bend 7NE #5 0.22” Trace in 1999 

Sisters, OR #5 (T) 0.12” 0.05” in 2002 

Madras, OR #6 0.11” 0.03” in 1924 

Monument, OR #6 0.43” 0.23” in 1974 

Pasco, WA #6 0.48” 0.14 in 1946 

Easton, WA #9 1.91” 0.44” in 1950 

Redmond, OR #10  0.17” 0.02” in 2011 





 May 4th Severe Thunderstorms 

 

Snow in Pendleton! March 5th 2017 
0.3” fell 

Golf ball size hail in Madras, OR.  
Photo Credit: Cecilia LK Ledford, Facebook 



May 16-17th Late Season Snow 

A weather system with a strong cold front moved 
through the area. This brought periods of snow 
showers to elevations above about 3500 
feet...especially in Oregon. Several inches of snow 
accumulated in the higher elevations, where winter 
weather advisories were in effect. 

Location Snowfall Total 

Seneca, OR 4.0” 

12 SSW Canyon City 3.8” 

1 SE Flora, OR 2.0” 

2 E Mitchell, OR 0.5” 

22E Joseph, OR 0.4” 

Condon, OR T 



May 29-30th  
Very Warm Temperatures 

Location Max 
Temperature 

Ellensburg, WA 93 

Yakima, WA 95 

Pasco, WA 98 

The Dalles, OR 99 

Hermiston, OR 97 

Pendleton, OR 90 

Walla Walla, WA 97 

Madras, OR 90 

Redmond, OR 91 

Bend, OR 86 

Monument, OR 96 

John Day, OR 89 

La Grande, OR 90 

Seneca, OR 83 

A ridge of high pressure brought increasingly warm 
temperatures to much of the region toward the end of 
the month. Many locations saw high temperatures 
reach into the 90s on May 29th and/or 30th  



Drought Ends in Pacific NW 

Drought conditions are no longer being reported in either Washington or Oregon at this time. 
Much of the western US has seen significant improvements since the beginning of the water year. 
Extreme or exceptional drought conditions no longer exists in the western US at this time. Only a 
very small area of severe drought remains in Southern California and in northeast Montana. 



 Drought Outlook Through September 

The seasonal drought outlook through September from the CPC indicates drought 
development is not expected in the Northwest through the coming months. Mountain 
snow pack remains in high elevation locations, and this should help to maintain the water 
supply into the summer months. 



 

ENSO Neutral Conditions Prevail 

ENSO neutral conditions are present. Sea Surface Temperatures (SSTs) are near  
to slightly above average across the central and east-central Pacific. SSTs are above 
average in the eastern Pacific. ENSO neutral conditions are favored through the 
summer and fall months. 



Snow pack is running between about 120 to 450 percent of normal across Oregon as of 
June 1st 2017. Deep snow remains in the higher mountains across the region. The lower 
and mid elevation snowpack (up to about 5500-6000 feet) has mainly melted out. 



Snow pack is running between about 95 to 200 percent of normal across Washington as of 
June 1st 2017. Deep snow remains in the higher mountains across the region. The lower and 
mid elevation snowpack (up to about 4000-4500 feet) has mainly melted out. 
 





July Temperature Outlook 
This graphic is issued by the 

Climate Prediction Center or CPC 
and is the Temperature Outlook for 
the month of July.  The cool colors 
indicate a greater chance of below 
normal temperatures (none) and 

the warm colors represent a greater 
chance of above normal 

temperatures. The time period for 
the normals runs from 1981-2010. 

 
There are equal chances for above, 
below or near normal temperatures 
across the Pacific Northwest in July. 
The Southwest US, and the entire 

Central/Eastern US has higher 
probabilities for above normal 

temperatures in July. 



July Precipitation Outlook 
This graphic is CPC's Precipitation 

Outlook for the month of July. The 

green colors represent a greater 

chance of above normal 

precipitation, and the brown 

colors represent a greater chance 

of below normal precipitation.   

There are equal chances for above, 

below or near normal 

precipitation amounts over the 

Pacific Northwest through the 

month of July. There are greater 

chance for below normal 

precipitation over the interior, 

Rocky Mountain West. 

Meanwhile, there are higher 

chances for above normal 

precipitation over the western 

Gulf Coast and portions of the 

northern Plains. 




